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oy until there are nona,

This year’s Spring Fling promises

to be a home run hit as coordina-

tor Michelle organizes a baseball-
themed party with some brand-
new lineups. Plan to bat a thou-
sand on Sunday, April 17, from
1:00 to 4:00 p.m., at the Cypress
Falls Pet Resort & Spa. This four-
acre resort is in Tomball at
12043 Spring Cypress Road.

Tickets are only $15 in advance
and $20 at the door. Plans are
still forming, but you and your
four-footed friends can expect
ballpark hot dogs to snack on as
well as plenty of at-bats in the
photo booth. Completing the
triple play will be the popular
silent auction full of dachshund-
themed items and other offer-
ings.

Rookie Stars

Here’s a real curve ball: dachsie
art! Dip your budding Jackson
Pollock’s paws in washable/edible
paint and turn him loose on the
paper canvas provided. The

The Dachshund

Save one

This April's Spring Fling has

a baseball theme

resulting works of art, informally
framed, will then go on sale to all
you “grounder” connoisseurs.

The exciting grand slam of this
event is likely to be the “Minute
to Win It” games based on the
popular NBC game show. For
only a few bucks, contestants can
try their hand at various chal-
lenges (from stacking three golf
balls to moving a cookie from
your forehead to your mouth
without using your hands) to be
completed within 60 seconds.
Prizes will be awarded based on

Silent Auction Donations Needed

Some suggestions for the silent
auction that are sure to raise top
funds for the dachsies:

o  Tickets to Houston area

sports events

o  Tickets to theater and music

performances

e  Dog beds, treats, bowls,

leashes, blankets

o Dachsie artwork
Wine baskets
e  Restaurant gift cards

e  Retail store gift cards, espe-
cially PetSmart or PETCO
and Target

100% of the purchase price of
your donated item goes to
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level of difficulty.

And finally you may take advan-
tage of the relief pitcher ready to
watch your dog in a dugout area
while you grab a bite to eat or
check out the silent auction table.

Join the Ball Club!

Volunteers are always welcome
(and needed) at our fundraisers!
Michelle has already sent out an
email call for silent auction items
and helpers willing to do anything
from setting up to running events
to closing out the auction and
cleaning up before going home.
Though, as the song says, at an
event this much fun, “l don’t care
if | never get back.”

Anyone interested in helping or
wanting to buy tickets may con-
tact Michelle at Spring-
Fling@dachshundrescueofhousto

n.org. Make plans now to come
out on April 17 to root, root,
root for the home team of
Dachshund Rescue of Houston.

DRoH and is tax deductible.

Contact Becky at SilentAuc-
tion@DachshundRescueOfHoust
on.org to arrange for delivery or

pickup.

Silent auction items can also be
mailed to:

Dachshund Rescue of Houston
P.O. Box 580
Friendswood, Texas 77549

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families.
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Have you adopted a terrific
dog from Dachshund Rescue
of Houston? Are you wonder-
ing what else you can do for
other dachsies in need? Maybe
you already have two dogs
(twice the fun of one!) and you
know that a third or fourth
Sl Ery e dog just isn’t possil.)le in th,e
long term... but still there’s
e e lEane space to spare. If you enjoy
how dachshunds make coming
home from work a noisy, lov-
ing experience, then imagine
the sound of |16 padded feet
scrambling and stumbling at
Year to Date the door to be the first to say

hello!

As of March [2th,

Giving rescued dogs a place to
stay and be loved until they are
DRoH completed 39 healthy enough to be adopted

can be hugely rewarding. (And,

successful adoptions. yes, you can work full-time —

most of our foster volunteers
DIl @D EaFIeE do — and still be a great foster
41 dachsies and 15 parent.) If you already have a
dog, it doesn’t involve much
received heartworm more than you already do: just
provide food, water, shelter,

and love.

How It Works

treatments.

For first-time foster parents,
we try to start you off with a
dachshund that has been in our
program for a
while. We'll
bring you the
dog and you

Trixie is care for him

ready to go until he is
adopted. Then, if
you’ve enjoyed
the fostering

into a foster

home

experience, we'll
bring you an-
other dog.

Experienced foster parents
usually pick up the rescued dog

Become a Foster Parent

from the vet after all medical
work is done, including spay-
ing/neutering, vaccinations,
heartworm test or treatment —
about 60% of our dogs come

in heartworm positive. We will
let you know what, if any, fol-
low-up vet care (i.e., stitches
removed or booster vaccines)
will be needed.

Some dogs may need more
medical care, along with
months of fostering, before
they can be adopted; we will
schedule the necessary ap-
pointments with our vet.
Heartworm positive dogs es-
pecially will need several
weeks in a calm foster home.

What to Expect

The first day is usually the
hardest. You may need to give
the dog a bath when you first
get him. He will most likely not
be completely housetrained, so
expect accidents and be pre-
pared to work on housetrain-
ing. Some dogs may be scared
or defensive and need reassur-
ance. Others will take the
change happily in stride.

The screening process helps to
prepare first-time foster par-
ents, making sure you have the
right setup as well as answer-
ing any questions. Similarly,
the volunteer delivering your
foster will see that the transi-
tion goes smoothly. After
that, you simply care for the
new dog the way you do your
own!

How Much It Costs

Not much. All you will need
to do is buy a little extra dog
food when you go to the
store. We may occasionally

ask you to drive somewhere
to pick up or drop off your
foster dog for medical care
(we provide heartworm pills
and cover other medical
costs). So, a partial tank of gas
here and a bag of dog food
there doesn’t add up to much.

We'll ask that you make care
arrangements for your foster
dogs while you are on vaca-
tion. We will attempt to make
accommodations for your
fosters, but we cannot guaran-
tee space will be available. Talk
to your local kennel about free
boarding for foster dogs. Some
kennels have a soft spot for
rescue dogs staying in the
same run as your personal
dogs.

The only other cost is love...
which only really pinches on
adoption day.

Adoption Day

When the day comes to let
your sweet foster go to her
“forever home,” you’ll wonder
how on earth you can give up
a dog you have grown to love.
Well, it’s not easy the first
time. Many first-time foster
parents end up adopting their
fosters — one reason why we
are constantly searching for
more foster families.

But experienced foster parents
know how much more atten-
tion the foster dog will get at
her new home. They can feel
the adopting family’s excite-
ment at having a new “kid” in
the home.

(continued on p. 3)

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families.
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(continued from p. 2)

They also know they can save
more dogs by making room for
another foster to arrive.

The adoption process is very
rigorous and only the best
families make it through. But in
the end, we are confident that
all our dogs go to wonderful,
caring homes.

Want to Try Fostering?

It’s pretty easy. If you have
already adopted a dog from us,

just let us know you’re inter-
ested in fostering. Otherwise,
please fill out our foster appli-
cation and we will walk you
through the screening process
as if you were adopting a dog.
Once approved, we will bring
you your first foster dog. And
a whole new experience of
love, care, and fun will open

up!

“From Abandoned 1o Adopted

In mid-October, Dachshund Rescue
of Houston’s busy intake coordina-
tor Teresa put out an urgent call
for a volunteer transporter to
make a 180-mile round-trip to
Livingston, Texas. The Polk County
SPCA had taken in a little one-year-
old dachsie boy who had a severe
case of heartworms. Sadly, they had
no funds available for treatment and
asked DRoH to please take him in
and provide him with a chance for
survival.

The Handover

Being a newbie volunteer with
DRoH, Cindy jumped at the chance
to do the transport. That Saturday
morning dawned as a beautiful
sunny day, and she couldn’t think of
a better way to spend it than by
driving out to the country and
bringing back this little boy who so
desperately needed a second
chance at life. Teresa told her the
current rescue theme was college
mascots, so this little boy would
have the honor of representing
Oklahoma State University as
“Pistol Pete.”

The ladies at the Polk County
SPCA were so appreciative that
DRoH was willing to accept this

\ sick little guy and provide for his

N

care. They had grown attached to
him and were quite concerned
about his poor health. They shared
some history of how he had come
to their facility — twice. The original
family that brought “Oscar” in
claimed they found him as a stray,
but he looked well cared for and it
seemed more an owner surrender.
Not long after, the SPCA adopted
him out. His new mom named him
“Max” and took him to her vet to
be checked. She found out that he
had a severe case of heartworms;
unable to provide care for him, she
returned him to Polk County.

Cindy signed the transfer papers
and waited for them to bring Pistol
Pete out. From the moment she
laid eyes on him, it was love at first
sight. She took him in her arms
and he immediately snuggled against
her chest. He was a precious bun-
dle of baby boy who, in spite of all
the shuffling around he had recently
experienced, was so sweet — giving
no indication of how sick he actu-
ally was.

Growing Bonds

His next stop that Saturday after-

noon was the vet in Jersey Village.
While Cindy knew he was in good
hands, being treated for what was

described as “horrendous heart-
worms,” it was tough for her to
leave him. She thought about him
all the next day. Then at work on
Monday, she felt that she just had
to see him to let him know he had
not been forgotten. Cindy made
arrangements to stop by the vet on
her way home from work to just sit
with him, hold him, and talk to him
awhile. And she did that the next
day, the day after that, and the day
after that.

(continued on p. 4)

Pistol Pete as a new foster

/ Cottontail

‘ hoping to be

in a foster
home

\
N\

\
1

Heartworm
treatments typically
cost $300 - $450 and
involve a vet stay with
a month of
recuperation in a calm

environment.
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DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families.
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seem to like men, he and
Cindy’s husband immediately

(continued from p. 3) adoption contract on their first

It seemed as if he knew her failure at Fostering 101? Please
and they had developed a took to each other. He also meet their little pride and joy —

Petey really wants to get
wel |l , and

excellent foster care, his

chances are good!

Fanta is waiting for her for-

ever home

t han

bond, so when word came
down that he was ready to be
sprung from the vet and taken
into foster care, there was no
question that he would go
home with her.

First Foster

He settled into Cindy’s home
without hesitation, and even
though the gals at the Polk
SPCA had said that he didn’t

“buddied up” to their senior
dachsie, Sammy, as if they’d
always been together. Within a
few short weeks, she received
word that an adoption applica-
tion had been submitted on
Cindy’s little foster baby.

With that came decision
time... Would Cindy and her
husband keep the name “Pistol
Pete” when they signed the

Petey.

Petey is five months into his six
months of treatment for heart-
worms. At his last checkup, the
vet said that the severe heart
murmur he originally had in con-

junction with his heartworms was
audi

now barely
praying Petey receives a clean bill
of health next month!

Caring for Your Dog on a budget

The cost of providing for our
pets is on the rise. Gone are
the days when necessities for
the family dog were simply
food, water, and shelter. They
now have monogrammed food
bowils, their own NFL branded
shirts, and leather booties —
not to mention “blinged-out”
collars and leashes. Plus they
have their own
sitters, trainers, and
groomers.

Sadly, many families
experiencing the
economic crunch
find that it can seri-
ously affect their
pet-care budget.
The good news is...
it is possible to
spend less and still
take great care of
your dog. Here are
a few ideas for saving your
hard-earned cash without de-
nying your dachsie.

Frugal Feeding

Instead of buying small bags of
dog food, buy the biggest bag

you can. Invest in an airtight
container for storage, as this
will keep dry food fresher
longer. If you use canned
food, buy a case at a time.
Don’t skimp on food quality in
an attempt to save money. A
poor diet will create health
problems and ultimately could
end up costing you more.

Don’t overfeed your furry
friend. Know how much your
pet should weigh (contact your
vet if you’re not sure) and
determine how many calories a
day your dog should be taking
in based on his ideal weight. If
your dog is overweight, now is
the time to adjust your feeding
habits. A healthy slim dachsie
can save literally thousands of
dollars by avoiding back inju-
ries.

Look for coupons in your local
paper or on the Internet for
extra savings. Also contact the
company that makes your
dachsie’s brand of food and ask
for coupons.

The pleasure of giving store-

bought treats is actually more
satisfying for dachshund par-
ents. Honestly, dogs don’t care
what they are getting in a
treat; they just care that
they’re getting something spe-
cial. So instead of spending
money on expensive treats, try
using a piece or two of your
dachsie’s own kibble. You
might find that he’s just as
happy. Why not try baking
your own treats! There are
countless websites full of
healthy, inexpensive, dog-
tested recipes. Or consider
fresh green beans or baby
carrots. They provide the sat-
isfying crunch that dachsies
love and help slim waistlines
too!

Value at the Vet

When looking for a long-term
vet to care for your four-
legged baby’s health, you
should definitely shop for the
best-priced vet, but without
compromising on quality care.

(continued on p. 5)

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families.
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(continued from p. 4)

Talk to your friends about
where they take their furry
family members, ask for refer-
rals, speak to satisfied clients,
and check out the vet’s reputa-
tion and whether any com-
plaints have been filed with the
state. Trust your instincts.
Some vets may give discounts
for rescue dogs or dogs owned
by senior citizens if you ask.

Once your vet determines
what, if any, medications your
dog needs, comparison shop
for the best price. Many of the
medications prescribed for
dogs can sometimes be pur-
chased as generics from a
pharmacy. You can also shop
for flea/tick control products
and heartworm medication
online, but dealing with online
vendors can sometimes be
risky: you can’t be sure that
the product is 100% authentic
or unexpired. Never give your
dachsie any medication with-
out checking with your vet
first and verifying the quality of
the product.

Recently, canine vaccine guide-
lines changed, recommending
that some core vaccines be

DRoH Darlings

Businesses are a great supporter of Dachshund Rescue of

given every three years instead
of annually. Check with your
vet to find out how you can
save unnecessary vaccination
expense.

But don’t skip routine check-
ups! They may seem unneces-
sary if your dachsie looks and
acts healthy, but these appoint-
ments give your vet the oppor-
tunity to spot not-so-obvious
problems. The best thing you
can do for your pup’s well-
being — and your wallet — is to
avoid an emergency situation if
possible.

Pet insurance might be worth-
while for those who know
they would pay for expensive
treatments to save their dog’s
life, such as MRls, chemother-
apy, and major surgery. While
insurance typically doesn’t
cover the costs of routine care
or pre-existing conditions, the
age and health of your dog may
make it a prudent purchase.

Worth Mentioning

Play and exercise time costs
you nothing but means every-
thing to your dog in terms of
long-term health benefits that
will ultimately reduce vet bills.

Houston. For more details, visit their websites.

Shop the clearance bin or the
dollar stores for discounted
toys. The best toys are often
the cheapest — a stick, a tennis
ball, the cardboard paper
towel roll, etc.

We never think about end-of-
life costs during our dachsie’s
happy life — nor do we want
to. But once our beloved pet
passes away, we can find our-
selves in an emotional as well
as a financial bind. Learn about
the options for putting your
furry family member to rest, as
well as the costs involved, well
in advance and create a savings
plan. This is easier than mak-
ing those decisions during a
time of grieving.

What Dogs Save Us

Every day it seems more stud-
ies are published that reaffirm
the human health benefits of
pet companionship. Our dogs
force us to exercise and be-
come more social. Just petting
a dog lowers our blood pres-
sure. Dogs do make us health-
ier, but their real value lies
simply in the joy and happiness
they bring us... and that’s price-
less!

,tj'
Shaggy is looking for his for-
ever home

Upcoming Events Where

DRoH Is Participating

e Ain't Nothin' But Hound
Dogs on March 19

e Paws In The Park on
March 26-27

e 2011 Houston Pet Expo
on April 16

Please contact us to volunteer

for an event.

Fairy Godmother Travel, Wacky Dachs, Law Offices of Elyssa M. Schnurr, Ultimate Dog Stop, Tres Chic Designs,

Ashley Reid Pet Portrait Artist, Kroger, Randall’s, DRoH’s eBay Auctions, or visit our website to learn more.

.

Check out Dachshund Rescue
of Houston on Facebook

> WS

A N

Follow Dachshund Rescue of
Houston on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/DRoH Houston

o b

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families.
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" Highlights at Wild West Wienerfest
I I
| |
| The first annual Wild West modeled after other highly popular dachshunds in need of a second |
| Wienerfest, featuring delightful and successful events around the chance. |
dachshund races, took place on country, and with over 60 dachs- A special thank you to the
| Saturday, March 5, at the Pasadena hunds registered to run, this first- businesses that contributed
| Rodeo Arena. In addition to the time event proved to be a huge funds, services, products,
| races, this fun-filled family event success. The ever-popular and goodwill to DRoH for
included musical entertainment, a “Dachsie Kissing Booth,” as always, this event. You can visit
I moon-walk for the kids, games, drew quite a crowd. their websites from the
| ;oncessior;s, and vlendolrs ;elling d Thanks to the efforts of our faithful Wild West Wienerfest page.
ome goods, jewelry, clothing, an
| corelated foms volunteers, Dachshund Rescue of Click on Wild West Foster
I P : Houston was able to raise some Roundup to see more of our
Wiener dog races have long beena  greatly needed funds to continue foster dogs as rodeo post- Wi ienerfest Pl]oto
| favorite at providing amusing family our organization’s purpose: to res- ers. Roundup
| fun. Wild West Wienerfest was cue, rehabilitate, and re-home I
N\ /

Featured Dogs for Adoption

For more information about Kylie, Mac, and Aggie, visit our website at www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org.

I'm an energetic two-year-old girl who
would do great with an active family with
kids or other dogs. Won't you consider

adopting me!

Mac

your life golden, too.

I'm a beautiful golden color and my
eyes are also gold. Let me make

I’'m known as Frankie by my foster par-
ents, who say that | am a well-behaved
bundle of joy to have around!

Aggie
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DRoH relies on tireless volunteers and the generos-
ity of people like you to support intake, kennel stays,

and medical care for dachshunds in need. Visit us at

www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org to donate to-

day. Thank you!

Comments? Please give us feedback. What type of

stories would you like to see? Do you prefer receiv-
ing the newsletter as a PDF in your email or as a link
to our website? Let us hear from you! Contact us at

newsletter@dachshundrescueofhouston.org.

Contributors to this edition of The Dachshund Scoop

are: Aletheia, Carol, Cindy, Kayla, and Polly.
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DRoH is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families.
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