
and two ―Pumpkin Patch‖ draw-

ings, whose winners went away 

with $50 Visa gift cards 

(sponsored by Richard).  

Bidding was spirited at the spec-

tacular silent auction as bidders 

competed for the dog (and peo-

ple) comforts and assorted 

dachshund-themed pillows, key-

chains, polo shirts, coffee mugs, 

garden planters, blankets—you 

name it. People could also sign 

up with pledges of monetary 

contributions. 

A Very Happy Ending 

Suzanne reports that the money 

raised at this year’s Hallowiener, 

including donations targeted to 

the $7,500 Barnard Grant, came 

to an impressive $24,667.  

Halloweiner coordinators Maur-

gan and Lina say that fifteen vol-

unteers and the many contribu-

tors of the numerous auction 

items helped bring together this 

year’s popular costume fund-

raiser.  DRoH thanks everyone, 

volunteers and participants both, 

for making the 2009 Halloweiner 

such a success!  

On October 25, a beautiful, 

warm Sunday afternoon, the 

2009 DRoH Hallowiener fund-

raiser attracted dozens of cos-

tumed dachshunds and their 

human escorts to the Meadow-

lake Pet Resort in south Hous-

ton.  Inside were raffle tickets, a 

terrific silent auction, and a 

spread of food that had every 

dog’s attention, including one 

busy boy in a skeleton costume 

who discovered the garbage bags.   

Outside in the yard were table 

attractions featuring leash and 

harness sales by Judy (see her 

story on p. 2), DRoH T-shirt 

sales, and toenail clipping 

(provided by Westside Vet 

Clinic, gently delivered by the 

skillful Danielle).  

Whimsical and Comical 

Racing out to the yard and back 

inside were a pack of inventively 

attired dachsies — from the 

eagerly officious policeman and 

firefighter, to the more whimsical 

Peter Pan and Tinkerbell, to a 

small devil dog accompanied by a 

sweet, portly standard dachshund 

draped in white muslin with small 

angel wings bobbing at his shoul-

ders.  Many of these were cos-

tume contest winners!  

Partygoers enjoyed a chili-and-

Frito repast. There were lots of 

cakes and treats for both humans 

and dogs, with much acclaim for 

the delicious gourmet cookies 

especially baked for canines.  A 

big thanks goes to Cindy who 

donated and organized all the 

food and drinks.  

Responding to popular demand, 

Ron drove the distance from 

Abilene to MC the event in his 

annual repeat performance.  He 

kept up a lively pace with the 

costume contest, a lineup of the 

cute fosters, and three raffle 

ticket drawings: a 50/50 drawing 

Trick or Treat  
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DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way 

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families. 

On October 25, 2009, Dachs-

hund Rescue of Houston re-

ceived a grant of $7,500 from 

the Barnard Foundation for the 

purpose of educating the public 

on dog care and the dachshund 

breed, and for payment of our 

veterinary bills and medical sup-

plies. Additionally, the Barnard 

Foundation issued a challenge: If 

we can raise $15,000 in dona-

tions between October 25, 

2009, and December 31, 2009, 

the foundation will provide an-

other grant of $7,500 for a total 

of $15,000. 

Please help us meet this chal-

lenge by donating to Dachshund 

Rescue of Houston today at 

http://

www.dachshundrescueofhouston

.org/2009funddrive.html. 

http://www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org/
http://www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org/
http://www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org/2009funddrive.html
http://www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org/2009funddrive.html
http://www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org/2009funddrive.html
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òJudy had no 

sewing experience 

and didnõt own a 

sewing machine ñ

but those minor 

details did not 

stop heró 

A Volunteer Harnesses Her Creativity 
and her husband have four dach-

sies bringing joy into their home, 

each with a unique personality.  

George is laid back and patient.  

He is a natural leader: the other 

dogs gravitate toward him.  Not 

quite so self-assured is little Ban-

dit – he is shy and skittish.  

―Bandit sticks to me like glue 

95% of the day,‖ Judy shares.  ―If 

I’m not available, then George 

serves as my replacement.‖  

Harley is aggressive and protec-

tive.  Early on, he was somewhat 

of a biter (out of fear), but after 

years of gentle care, he has set-

tled down.  ―He is still very pro-

tective of me, though.‖  Brooklyn 

is the newest member of the 

pack.  She had an unfortunate 

beginning as part of a backyard 

breeder’s brood.  But now ―she’s 

a pistol – bouncy, bubbly, and full 

of energy!‖  This courageous 

young hunter caught a squirrel a 

couple of days ago.  

In addition to fostering and 

adopting, Judy started supporting 

DRoH by transporting new in-

takes, picking up dachsies two or 

three times a week.  While she 

enjoyed the transporting work, 

Judy began looking for another 

way she could contribute to the 

organization she had grown to 

love.  

One day while shopping online, 

Judy found some darling dog 

harnesses. She bought one and 

took it to her friend Elaine, an 

accomplished seamstress, who 

created a pattern for the harness.  

Judy had no sewing experience 

and didn’t own a sewing machine 

– but those minor details did not 

stop her.  Elaine worked with 

Judy to create the first batch of 

harnesses, which they sold at 

DRoH’s annual Spring Fling fund-

raiser.  The harnesses were a 

hit!  

Thus emerged the incarnation 

that so many of us at DRoH 

have come to love:  Judy aka 

―The Harness Lady.‖  In her first 

year (2006), Judy sold over 

$2,000 worth of harnesses.  She 

paid for all of the materials her-

self and donated 100% of her 

proceeds to DRoH.  Judy also 

invested in sewing classes and an 

expensive new sewing machine 

to support her labor of love.  

Sales grew in 2007 and 2008, 

now handled by DRoH, as did 

Judy's donation of her time to 

the organization. 

What started out as a small way 

of giving back has become practi-

cally a full-time job.  

Things really took off once her 

creations were posted online on 

the Dachsie Bulletin Board by a 

customer.  Now Judy’s har-

nesses, leashes, collars, and caps, 

still popular at all DRoH events, 

can be found as well at outside 

events that include Weinerfest 

in College Station, Woofstock in 

Clear Lake, and the Reliant Dog 

Show.  

In 2009 sales were so brisk that 

DRoH reimbursed Judy for part 

of her cost of materials.  The 

benefit to DRoH this year?  

Over $6,000.  That will cover a 

lot of medical care and spaying 

and neutering for the dogs she 

adores.  And Judy has made 

friends all over the U.S. and 

Canada as dachshund lovers 

seek out her designs.  

 

The first dachshund Judy ac-

quired nearly 20 years ago was 

a gift for her parents.  ―I did a 

lot of research, and based on 

the breed’s personality, I 

thought a dachsie would be 

perfect for them.‖  So she got 

the dachshund and kept him 

with her for six weeks while 

she trained him, planning to 

leave the pooch behind with 

her parents.  Nice and easy.  

―Boy, was I naive,‖ Judy re-

members. ―After I dropped 

him off, I cried all the way 

home – from Louisiana to 

Houston.‖  But her mom and 

dad quickly fell in love with 

their new dog, so Judy couldn’t 

drive back to claim him.  In-

stead, she got her own dach-

sie.  Then in 2005, when Katie 

passed away at age 13, Judy 

applied with Dachshund Res-

cue of Houston to foster.  

Her first foster was Taco.  Part 

Chihuahua, Taco sported 

pointy ears that stuck straight 

up, and she had no teeth so 

her tongue was permanently 

peeking out of her mouth.  

―Shelly walked into my house 

with Taco in her arms, and she 

was so homely,‖ Judy says.  ―I 

thought, thank God, I’ll never 

fall in love with this one.‖  But 

fall in love 

she did, and 

Taco became 

the first in a 

long line of 

fosters that 

found a per-

manent home 

in the house-

hold.  

Today Judy 

Judy's first 

foster Taco, 

so homely, 

but easy to 

love! 

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way 

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families. 

Judy's Brooklyn "The Pistol"!  
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Does it get tiring?  ―Sometimes it is 

a little overwhelming. I want to 

ensure that we have a range of 

sizes, styles, and patterns,‖ Judy 

explains.   

 

ñBut I love DRoH so much.  And 

when you love something, you just 

want to give it your all.‖ 

  

you need to keep a fire screen 

firmly in place.  Whether starting a 

fire or lighting candles, be sure an 

adult is supervising the flames.  

Holiday decorations also include 

electrical lights, both inside and out, 

which means extension cords and 

light cords are everywhere. If your 

dachshund decides to give them a 

chew, it risks electrical shock, so 

try to tape the cords down to the 

floor or wall.  

Tempting and Tasty 

Plants popular for holiday decora-

tions may be toxic to dogs.  Some 

of the more common toxic varie-

ties are mistletoe (including the 

berries), holly, and lilies – poinset-

tias are less toxic, though they can 

upset a dog’s stomach.  If you bring 

these plants into your home, keep 

them out of the reach of your 

dachsies.  

Foods like turkey, chocolate, and 

alcohol are potentially hazardous 

for your dog.  If you share turkey, 

chicken, or ham with your dog, be 

sure not to give it old meat or 

poultry bones.  Spoiled meat can 

harbor bacteria like Staph and Clos-

tridia that may result in vomiting, 

depression, and bloody diarrhea.  If 

a botulism toxin is eaten, muscle 

The holidays are a time of celebra-

tion and convivial gatherings, but 

they also can present some unex-

pected hazards to our four-footed 

friends.  Follow these tips to ensure 

a safe holiday time for the dachs-

hunds in your life.  

All that Glitters  

Holiday lights, ornaments, tinsel, 

ornament hooks, and other tree 

decorations are very attractive to 

pets.  If your dachsie chews and/or 

swallows any of the lovely items 

adorning your tree (or even its pine 

needles), they could damage its 

mouth and obstruct or perforate 

your dog’s esophagus, stomach, or 

intestine.  So take these precau-

tions.  Keep tree ornaments high 

on the tree.  Use ribbon or plastic 

ties to tie ornaments on the tree 

versus ornament hooks.  Use cloth 

tree skirts around the tree (try to 

keep your dog out of the tree wa-

ter).  Remember to supervise your 

pets around the tree – or any po-

tentially dangerous decorations or 

toys.  

Lighted candles are very popular 

during the holidays.  If left unat-

tended, they can lead a curious 

dachshund to burn itself or start a 

fire.  Fireplaces are also a hazard – 

paralysis, coma, and respiratory 

failure may result.  Cooked turkey 

carcasses have bones that easily 

splinter when chewed and can per-

forate your dachshund’s mouth, 

esophagus, and/or intestines.  

Chocolate is a staple of the holiday 

season, but it can 

cause severe illness 

(epileptic seizures, 

heart attacks, inter-

nal bleeding) and 

even death in a dog. 

Also often served 

during the holidays, 

alcohol is a central 

nervous system 

depressant in pets – 

and a dachshund 

only has to lap up a 

tiny amount to be 

affected.  While under 

the influence of alco-

hol, otherwise docile 

dachsies can inflict serious bites. 

The holiday season can be a very 

happy time for families, including 

pets.  Just be sure to take proper 

safety precautions.  

Adapted from material provided by the Okla-

homa State University Center for Veterinary 

Health Science  

Holiday Safety Tips 

"Judy's Angels" 

-- George, 

Bandit and 

Harley 

All that Glitters  

Placed on High  

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way 

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families. 

Do you like making handicrafts?  

Judy could use a hand! If you are interested in learning how to sew harnesses (or hats or leashes…), this DRoH cottage industry is 

looking for volunteers.  Also, anyone with material to donate is welcome.  Budding seamstresses or craftspeople can contact Judy 

at harnesses@earthlink.net. 



P A G E  4  

Featured Dogs for Adoption 

I’m Baby.  My owner got very 

ill and could no longer take 

care of me, so I’m looking for a 

new home. I get along with 

other dogs and like to have my 

belly rubbed.  

My foster mother says I am 

beautiful, sweet, a good com-

panion, and easy to live with. 

And I do have a dachshund 

personality — I make sure to 

bark when someone comes to 

the door but when they come 

in, they’re my new friend. 

When they stop petting me, I 

find a nice place to rest and 

don’t pester.  

I have learned to use the dog-

gie door, and like to go out 

and check the yard. I also 

learned that I am not to get on 

the sofa, but I don’t need to 

because I have my own bed. 

Her other two dogs are good 

pals.  We play together and all 

line up for treats, with me in 

the middle. I do like treats! 

Hi. My name is Little Lulu.  

I am very sweet, get along 

great with other dogs, and love 

giving little kisses. I’m not 

100% dachshund... maybe a 

little terrier mixed in, so I’m an 

active little girl who loves play-

ing and exploring outside. I like 

exploring so much that I’ll dig a 

hole and crawl under the fence 

when you’re not watching.  My 

foster mom suggests that the 

home I go to not have a dog 

door.  I have a lot of energy 

and I’m smart and curious, so I 

need someone who can keep 

me busy.  

I could be an athlete with the 

proper training and would love 

to be adopted by someone 

who could work with me.  I’ll 

make them proud! 

My name is Rio, short for Rio 

de Janeiro. I am a Grande boy, 

who is very friendly and needs 

amigos!  

I am a big sweetie and I’d 

looooove to come home with 

you and keep you company. 

My favorite place is right be-

side my foster mom, all curled 

up. I am very proud that I 

haven’t had a single ―accident‖ 

since I’ve been with my foster 

mom — I know how to do my 

business outside. I enjoy chas-

ing my foster sisters around 

and wrestling with them. I have 

earned the nickname ―Jumping 

Bean,‖ because when I get 

excited, I like to jump up and 

down on my back legs like a 

rabbit. My foster mom tells me 

it’s bad for my back, but some-

times I can’t contain myself! 

Won’t you let me jump into 

your life? 

Baby 

Lulu  

Rio 

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way 

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families. 

Interested in 

fostering or 

adoption? Please 

visit the DRoH 

website at 

www.dachshundres

cueofhouston.org 

For more information about Baby, Lulu, and Rio, please go to www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org. 

Impressive Statistics  

In 2009, DRoH rescued 130 dogs, treating 52 for heartworm, and had 118 successful adoptions.  This is an in-

crease of 14% in rescues and 11% in adoptions from 2008.  Intake is currently closed due to lack of foster homes.  

Please consider fostering. 

http://www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org/


Dachshund Helpline 
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Making a First Aid Kit  

for Your Dog  

Holly Frisby, DVM, MS 

Veterinary Services Department, Drs. 

Foster & Smith, Inc. 

Since you never know when an 

accident will happen, keeping a pet 

emergency kit at your home is a 

good idea. A smaller kit could be 

used in the car. You can put a first 

aid kit together yourself and buy 

the items separately, or buy one 

ready-made. If you make one your-

self, use a plastic tub with a tight-

fitting lid to store the following 

items: 

Important phone numbers  

Å Veterinary clinic phone number 

and directions to the clinic  

Å Emergency clinic phone number 

and directions  

Å Poison control center phone 

numbers  

Equipment and supplies  

Å Muzzle, or roll of gauze for mak-

ing a muzzle  

Å Magnifying glass  

Å Scissors  

Å Tweezers  

Å Nail clippers and metal nail file  

Å Styptic powder or sticks, Kwik 

Stop, or cornstarch  

Å Penlight  

Å Nylon slip leash  

Å Eye dropper or oral syringe  

Å Cotton swabs  

Å Cotton balls  

Å Clean towels ñ cloth and paper  

Å Rectal thermometer  

Å Lubricant such as mineral oil or 

KY Jelly (without spermicide)  

Å Disposable gloves  

Å Syringes of various sizes  

Å Needle-nose pliers or hemostats  

Å Grease-cutting dish soap  

Å Bitter Apple or other product to 

discourage licking  

Å Pet carrier  

Å Towel or blanket to use as a 

stretcher, another to keep your 

dog warm during transport (some 

pharmacies and camping outlets 

carry a thermal blanket)  

Å Cold packs and heat packs (wrap 

in towel before using)  

Å Stethoscope  

Bandaging materials  

Å Square gauze of various sizes ñ 

some sterile  

Å Non-stick pads  

Å First aid tape ñ both paper 

(easily comes off of skin) and adhe-

sive types  

Å Bandage rolls ñ gauze and Vet-

wrap  

Å Band-Aids (for humans)  

Nutritional support  

Å Rehydrating solution such as Ga-

torade or Pedialyte  

Å Nutritional supplement such as 

Nutri-Cal, Vitacal, or Nutristat  

Å High sugar source: Karo syrup or 

honey  

Medicines*  

Å Wound disinfectant such as Be-

tadine or Nolvasan  

Å Triple antibiotic ointment for skin  

Å Antibiotic ophthalmic ointment 

for eyes, e.g., Terramycin  

Å Eye wash solution  

Å Sterile saline  

Å Antidiarrheal medicine such as Pet 

Pectate  

Å Buffered or canine aspirin  

Å Diphenhydramine (Benadryl) for 

allergic reactions  

Å Cortisone spray or cream, such as 

Itch Stop  

Å Ear cleaning solution  

Å Hydrogen peroxide (used to 

make a dog vomit)  

Å Activated charcoal to absorb 

ingested poisons (consult your 

veterinarian before using)  

*Watch the expiration dates 

on any medication, and replace 

as needed. 

© 2009 Drs. Foster and Smith, Inc. 

Reprinted as a courtesy and with permission 

from  

PetEducation.com (http://

www.PetEducation.com)  

On-line store at http://

www.DrsFosterSmith.com  

Free pet supply catalog: 1-800-323-4208 

 

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way 

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families. 

Do you have a 

helpline topic to 

suggest or an 

article to 

recommend? 

Please contact us 

at 

DRoH.newsletter

@gmail.com  

Check out Dachshund Rescue 

of Houston on Facebook  

Follow Dachshund Rescue of 

Houston on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/DRoH_Houston  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Friendswood-TX/Dachshund-Rescue-Of-Houston/53199821407
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Friendswood-TX/Dachshund-Rescue-Of-Houston/53199821407
http://twitter.com/DROH_Houston


Comments? Please give us feedback. What type of 

stories would you like to see? Do you prefer receiv-

ing the newsletter as a PDF in your email or as a link 

to our website? Let us hear from you! Please contact 

us at DRoH.newsletter@gmail.com.  

Contributors to this edition of The Dachshund Scoop 

are: Aletheia, Judy, Carol, Carrie, Kayla, and Polly. 

Weõre on the web! 

www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org  

DRoH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All tax-deductible donations, no matter the amount, will go a long way 

toward providing necessary medical care, furthering our efforts to place healthy dachshunds with loving families. 

DRoH relies on tireless volunteers and the generos-

ity of people like you to support intake, kennel stays, 

and medical care for dachshunds in need.  Please 

visit us at www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org  to 

donate today.  Thank you!  

cause each was wearing the DRoH 

tag.  The tag has not only the DRoH 

phone number, but also the dog’s ID 

number, which enables us to identify 

the dog’s owner.  

Some dogs are escape artists by na-

ture – they’re the ambitious diggers 

and speedy squirrel chasers who are 

calm and well behaved 90% of the 

time, but given just one moment of 

our inattention and they’re off!  

Even if your dog never goes out alone 

or you have a reliably enclosed yard, 

there is always the chance that an 

open door or gate and a moment of 

distraction just might combine to 

create the opportunity for an escape.  

DRoH serves as a backup resource if 

one of our rescued dogs ever gets 

lost.  

If you are fostering and have already 

Does it have an 832 prefix (old phone 

number) or a 713 prefix (current 

phone number)?  Or maybe you have 

an old tag that is hard to read.  All 

DRoH tags should clearly show the new 

number with the 713 prefix.  If you 

need a new tag, please send an email 

to Cindi [cindibehrmann@gmail.com] 

and a new tag (or tags) will be mailed 

to you at no cost.  

ID tags with the DRoH phone num-

ber come with dogs when they are 

delivered to their families for adop-

tion or fostering.  The contract 

agreements require that our rescued 

dogs wear the tags at all times, even 

when they are indoors.  

This practice proved its value twice 

recently.  In two separate incidents, 

dogs managed to get out of their 

backyards.  The escapees were re-

turned to their adoptive families be-

been contacted about the need to 

obtain new tags, there’s no need to 

send an additional email.  Only be 

sure you receive a new tag for each 

of your fosters.  If you haven’t been 

contacted, email Cindi to verify your 

dog’s information and request new 

tags.  

Now – while you’re thinking of it – 

go check the tag on your dog’s collar!  

Keep your pet safe this holiday sea-

son and always.  

A Very Important Number ð Formerly 832 now 713 

Quick ð check the tag on your adoptive or foster dogõs collaré  
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DRoH Alum ñ Taz 

http://www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org/
http://www.dachshundrescueofhouston.org/

